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ANNUAL REPORT FROM CLLR. J. COLE, CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL  
 
It has been a privilege to chair Caistor Town Council and represent the Town 
as Mayor over the last year.  I have attended many events and functions, not 
only in Caistor, but also around the county.   
 
I would like to put on record my sincere thanks to my Deputy, Cllr. Webster, 
for his support, especially during my illness when he not only chaired a 
number of Council meetings, but attended functions on my and the Town’s 
behalf. 
 
My thanks must go to :- 
 
1. All other councillors for their continued enthusiasm and commitment  

which has made this a very stable, positive and forward thinking team.  
Members of the public must not forget that what they do is on a 
voluntary basis and without payment. 

2. Mrs Ruth Dawson, Town Clerk, for her extremely efficient service to the  
Council, as well as keeping myself and others focused on the ever 
changing legislation as to how councils must work and behave. 

3. Mrs Shirley MacDonald, the Responsible Financial Officer, who has 
 managed once again to keep the Council financially in line. 
4. The Council’s volunteer auditor, Mr Mike Grant. 
5. We must also recognise the effective and hard work of our maintenance 

staff, Mr Colin Cearnes and Mr Malcolm Wright.  Their workload is 
increasing year by year and the Council’s positive steps to employ our 
own personnel has saved money compared to using and paying for 
contractors and other tradesmen. 



 

 

 
We are grateful to our County Council representative, Cllr. Tony Turner, who attends 
our meetings and who has continued to fight for Caistor at County.  We are also 
grateful to our two district councillors, Cllrs. Caine and Lawrence, for fighting for 
Caistor to be recognised outside of the Guildhall at Gainsborough and reminding 
those other WLDC councillors that they can spend their money not only in 
Gainsborough, but outside it. 
 
I believe it has been yet another good year for Caistor:- 
 
� The opening of the Multi-use Centre took place - a focal point for the community 

which is being well used by different organisations, including the Town Council for 
its surgeries every month. 

� Caistor did reasonably well in the Best Kept Town Competition this year - once 
again providing a much needed health check for our Town.   

� The achievement of Quality Council Status is one of the main priorities this year, 
along with supporting the work on the Parish Plan which will help to decide what 
Caistor needs and the direction we take in the years to come. 

� Unfortunately, as of Monday 19
th
 March, the Council has had to introduce Dog 

Control Orders in the three  parks, due to irresponsible dog owners.  
� Over the last year there have been many events which have  

further demonstrated the community spirit which I and many others in Caistor 
have appreciated:- 

 - Celtic Weekend - even the weather could not dampen the enthusiasm. 
 - Caistor Goes Roman was another successful Street Party. 
 - Caistor in Bloom was better supported this year.  Thanks go to the sponsors. 
 - A wonderful afternoon greeted the first Proms in the Park, which will hopefully  
   be repeated this year.  It enabled both my charities, Lives and Friends of St. 
  Andrew’s Children’s Hospital to raise much needed funds. 
 - The annual November 5th Bonfire was a terrific night for  everyone;  the Lions
  Club should be extremely proud of all their hard work in continuing to make this
  event happen. 
� Christmas in Caistor took big strides forward this year.  My thanks go to Mick 

Galligan and the many people involved, who are too numerous to mention 
individually.  There were over 350 trees around the Town and a beautifully 
illuminated tree in the Market Place.  The new lights also helped to lift the effect.  
It was a marvellous achievement which lifted the whole community.  It was a 
pleasure to welcome Tore Tiedemann, the Mayor of Enebaak- to help with the  

 
 
switch on ceremony and our thanks go to him once again for the provision of a 
marvellous tree which, he has informed me, will be bigger next year. 
 
In conclusion, this has been another successful year for Caistor and a busy and 
productive one for the Town Council.  The Council has worked quietly, but effectively 
for the residents of Caistor they represent and will continue to do so over the coming 

year. 
 
Finally, my thanks to everyone who has contributed to Caistor in any way, shape or 
form over the last year.  

 
 
ANNUAL REPORT FROM CLLR. A. CAINE, CHAIRMAN OF THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM COMMITTEE 
 
Caistor Development Partnership  
The CDP is still seeking ways to improve Caistor and the Town Heritage Initiative is 
on-going.  In September ‘Groundwork Lincolnshire’ left them and the Scheme was 
taken over by West Lindsey District Council.  The uptake and application problems 
were swiftly resolved to a point where it went from under, to over subscription and the 
Team are actively seeking additional funding.  2007 is fully expected to be the year of 
the scaffold! 
 
The Economic Development and Tourism Committee has a wide range of 
responsibilities.  These include those listed below, as well as providing support for 
other community events throughout the year:- 
 
� July - The Committee were heavily involved in the Street Party events. 
� August - Caistor in Bloom Competition. 
� December - Christmas Lighting, including switch on and removal. 
 
CCTV 
The Council are working with the WLDC Crime and Disorder Officer radio system, 
linking most of West Lindsey CCTV to the control room.  They hope in the next year 
to link CCTV systems at the Multi-Use Centre (former Magistrates Court) and site a 
new camera in the Town Hall car park, to encourage long term parkers to leave 
spaces in the Square free for shoppers.  
 
Cllr. Deborah Barker has progressed a number of projects, including the proposed 
refurbishment of the original Fire Station in Horsemarket.   
 
Caistor Town Plan.  
The Caistor Town Plan Steering Group have been awarded £3,000 by the 
Community Council of Lincolnshire.  This is to be used for the many consultation 
events that will happen over the coming year.  Every member of the community is 
most welcome to have their say on what they would like to see happening in Caistor 
in the next 5 years.  Following this extensive consultation, a questionnaire will be 
delivered to every household, collected and collated, to culminate in the provision of 
their own Caistor Town Plan.  This document will be made available to groups and 
individuals to assist in the application of grant funding for community projects.   
 
Christmas Decorations 



 

 

The Christmas tree was a gift from Enebaak in Norway.  The Mayor of Enebaak, Tore 
Tiedemann, spent the Switch-on Weekend in Caistor.  Tree lighting was sponsored 
by Sealord.  Other principal sponsors included Paul Wiseman Electrical, Roadside 
Tree Services, Hirst Cranes, Hedges Haulage and many more.  Cllr. Galligan and 
members of the Christmas Lights Sub-Committee also sourced brackets, trees and 
lighting sets, turning the old Town into fairyland.  There were approximately 400 trees 
this Christmas (2006).  Public reaction to the Christmas decorations was extremely 
positive.  The wall mounted sets were charged to the public at approximately £25 
each.  The removed trees were shredded and used as compost.   
 
 
ANNUAL REPORT FROM CLLR. S. WEBSTER, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
CHURCHYARD, CEMETERIES AND FIELD PATHS COMMITTEE 
 
The cemetery and churchyards are in a very good condition.  The gravestones will be 
tested in the near future for stability by an accredited company.  Those gravestones 
that fail the topple test will be marked and the families will be contacted about 
rectifying the problem.  If no one is willing to take responsibility for a gravestone, the 
decision will be left to the Council for the appropriate action. 
 
The problem at the entrance to the North Kelsey Road Cemetery will be tackled this 
Spring, with the aid of plastic mesh laid on the surface to make it more durable. 
 
Unfortunately, there have been numerous incidents of dog fouling in the churchyard 
and outside the cemetery which have made the job of the maintenance men very 
unpleasant.  Action has been taken to remedy this problem. 
 
Refurbishment of Hundon Walk has been carried out, from North Street to the bottom 
of the Waterhills.  This has been done with road shavings by Lincolnshire County and 
has made the footpath much less slippery than previously. Unfortunately, the 
continuation of the walk up to Canada Lane is still difficult in wet conditions. 
 
ANNUAL REPORT FROM CLLR. W. SMITH, CHAIRMAN OF THE PARKS 
COMMITTEE 
 
South Street Park  
The Park has been well used again this year and, despite difficult weather for 
mowing, it has looked tidy all year.  The Burnetts Yard border has deliberately been 
kept uncut, to provide a natural habitat for wildlife.  The Council received some free 
trees from Lincolnshire County Council again this year and planted more Field Maple 
in the top right hand corner, on the bank.  Rabbits have caused more damage but 
numbers were reduced by disease in the autumn.   Play equipment has been painted 
and prices are coming in at the moment to change some items.  
 
Events in the Park:- 
 

� The Celtic Festival, held in a marquee at the Park, has become an ‘annual’ event. 
� “Caistor Goes Roman" was held in July and the afternoon events in the park 

were very popular with a varied audience.  
� The Family Fair visited in September this year, to avoid other events, but only a 

few people actually enjoyed the attractions, sadly a common trend these days.  
� November saw the annual Bonfire and Fireworks display, organised by Caistor 

and District Lions. As usual, this was a roaring success and everyone had a great 
time.  

 
Millfields Play Area  
This was the Council’s first year in charge and there had been no real problems, 
apart from very dry weather and then very wet weather, which caused headaches for 
the mowing contractors.  The play equipment has been maintained.  
 
Newbolt Play Area 
Sadly, after spending a large amount of taxpayers money, West Lindsey District 
Council were unable to enforce their own Planning Conditions in court and so 
Newbolt remains as it is.  Caistor Town Council would urge WLDC to sort this mess 
out.  
 
All Park Areas  
The Dog Control Orders are now in force to clarify where dogs are allowed and this  
will be confirmed by signs at each Park entrance.  
 
 
ANNUAL REPORT FROM CLLR. J. COLE, CHAIRMAN OF THE SPORTS 
GROUND COMMITTEE 
 
Caistor Sports Ground and Caistor Sports and Social Club continue to  
provide facilities that are amongst the best in the area and are enjoyed by many  
people, of all ages, from Caistor and surrounding villages. The input of the various 
sports clubs and their maintenance of the grounds continues to be a great success 
and, without this, the residents of Caistor  would not have the facilities they have 
today.  The facilities are used by:- 
 
� 3 senior football teams:-  Caistor Rovers, Caistor Tennyson and, a team in the 

Lincolnshire Saturday League:-  Caistor Rovers. 
� 5 senior cricket teams. 
� 5 junior cricket teams and, more recently, 1 girls team. 
� Caistor Hillside Bowls Club:-  6 teams. 
� Caistor Tennis Club:-  2 teams 
� The Sports and Social Club organises entertainment and other events and there 

is also a  Darts and Dominoes team which plays during the winter months.  
Indoor bowls are also played on Tuesday nights throughout the winter.  Quizzes 
take place during the winter which help raise much needed funds for all the 
various sports clubs and these are excellent social evenings. 



 

 

 
-  Five items of play equipment are provided and 3.5 acres are left as a “free play       
   area”.  
-  Vandalism and dog fouling by a small minority, in all areas of the ground, are still 
 major problems.   
-  Projects completed this year are:- 

� Replacing of the climbing frame and fencing off the play area, which has 
been welcomed by many of the parents with small children. 

� Repairs to the North Kelsey Road entrance and car park, with 50% of the 
costs paid for by LCC to provide a park and stride area for students with cars 
at Caistor Grammar School. 

� A new all weather football area with goals has been completed which can be  
used all year round - with over half of the cost being covered by grants. 

� Caistor Cricket Club are in the process of grant applications in excess of  
£100k which, if gained, will mean that there will be a much needed extension 
to the Sports and Social Club to provide extra changing facilities/storage 
space and meeting rooms. 

 
 
 
ANNUAL REPORT FROM CLLR. I. ROBINSON, CHAIRMAN OF THE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 
 
It has been a busy year for the Planning Committee of Caistor Town Council.  Much 
of the work has been brought about as a result of owners in the Town Centre 
applying for grants from the THI project and, as a result, many of the properties in the 
qualifying area have been improved.  Some of the buildings which are most in need 
of  
renovation are still outstanding but they are led to believe that most of those are in 
the process and will be improved in the near future.  These grants have given a much 
needed boost to Caistor, although the management of the Scheme was poor in its 
initial stages.  However, much credit must be given to West Lindsey District Council 
staff who took over the Scheme and have given it a much more solid footing.  It would 
appear that the grant money will be used up but they would hope for another 
successful application in the future so that more of their historic and vulnerable 
buildings can be given the care and attention they clearly need – and add to the 
beauty of their Town. 
 
The Council’s pledge to process planning applications as quickly as possible has 
been upheld, with most applications being considered within the twenty-one day time 
scale required.  If a full Council meeting was not scheduled to be held within that 
twenty-one day window, a separate meeting of a planning committee was called.  
Only in rare occasions, when a planning application was deemed to be contentious, 
was an extension of the twenty-one day limit requested – and in most of those cases 
that was only by a matter of a few days. 
 

The biggest item appearing before the Council – and the one that could have a huge 
impact on Caistor – is the outline planning application for the C7 site, at the end of 
Navigation Lane, beyond Tennyson Close.  The Town Council have expressed 
concerns about this development (initially around 90 dwellings but potentially up to 
200) because of the impact it will have on the infrastructure of Caistor.  They are 
concerned that Navigation Lane will not be able to cope with the increased traffic – 
particularly around the Hersey Road and Nettleton Road junctions with Navigation 
Lane.  The impact upon the utilities (power, water and sewerage) were also 
questioned, as was the ability of the schools to cope with the extra children this 
development would bring.   Reports in the press have indicated that the developer will 
be required to put money into education – which is welcomed.  However, they believe 
that the highways problems still have not been fully resolved and they will keep 
pressure on the District and County Councils. 
 

 
REPORT FROM MRS S. MACDONALD, RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER 

 
Special Projects 2006/07 Expenditure Receipts   Total 
 
Christmas lights 17665.15 8260.50   9404.65 
Electrical testing for street party     164.00      164.00 
Events insurance     450.00      450.00 
Barrier at Sports Ground     779.16      779.00 
North Kelsey Road Car Park   1213.80    1213.00 
Fencing at Sports Ground   5780.00    5780.00 
Special Projects 2006/07              Expenditure  Receipts    Total 
 
Tree work at Sports Ground     370.00      370.00 
Half the cost of Cricket Club  
planning application     133.00        133.00 
Tennis court path and litter bin     831.43                         831.00 
Play equipment in Sports Ground   4627.00     4627.00 
Dog waste bin     297.00         297.00 
Re-lining at Sports Ground     465.00     165.00           
300.00   
 
 
                     24350.00 
 
 
ANNUAL REPORT FROM CLLR. MRS J. HUGHES, THE TOWN HALL TRUSTEES 
REPRESENTATIVE 
 
The Council thanks the Town Hall Committee and its co-opted members, for its 
continued dedication and hard work in this financial year.  Under the Chaired 
direction of Mrs Ruth Smith, with the support of existing officers and co-opted 



 

 

members, the Committee continues to try to push through reforms.  The ethos of the 
current Committee is to try to update the Hall and make it competitive in the current 
market.  The Council gives thanks to Mrs Cath Hands, the Secretary of the 
Committee, to Mr Mike Grant, who now has the Treasurer’s job and to Mrs Lesley 
King, who has recently relinquished the job as Booking Secretary, in favour of  Mrs 
Pam Cluff.   
 
Mr Roy Schofield and Mr Geoff Lane have volunteered to co-ordinate the funding 
applications for work to be done under the Town Heritage Scheme.  Although this has 
not been successful currently, there is a long term view to re-structure and update the 
venue for flexible use in the modern climate.   
 
The Council commends the efforts of Mrs Charlotte Linsell, whose tireless work 
provides visits from the touring theatre circuit, with successful bids for professional 
company plays.   These plays continue to put Caistor on the map as an arts venue.  It 
is unfortunate to have to report that the West Lindsey Film Project has fallen at the 
start of the pilot scheme, through change of staff at West Lindsey.  However, the 
Council will try hard to pursue the Scheme themselves and purchase a screen with 
the Caistor Society. 
 
The Town Hall Committee organised the townsfolk who volunteered for the 
successful Clean-up Campaign in the Hall.  This will happen  again this year, on the 
23

rd
 and 24

th
 June 2007.   

 
PRESENTATION ON THE PARISH PLAN BY CLLR. MRS D. BARKER 
 
The Parish Plan Steering Group are now in receipt of the grant cheque for £3,000 
and their aim is to try to make their Steering Group a little larger.  They are therefore 
asking people to come and meet them, either on a regular, or on an ad hoc  basis.  At 
the moment, the Group are putting the Parish Plan together as a strategic document.  
They have to get the community to work together to decide what they want to change 
or keep in the Town. The main benefit of having a Parish Plan is in the successful 
application for grants.  The Group have one or two ideas and intend to include 
everybody in the community.  This includes all the organisations and groups in 
Caistor.  They will then put everything together in a questionnaire which they intend 
to distribute in October.  Following this, they will produce a draft Parish Plan and will 
hold a Coffee Morning, when they will ask people if they agree with this.  Once it has 
been agreed, they will have a document which will be in use for the next 5-10 years. 
Anyone who is interested can contact Cllr. Barker , Alan Dennis or Sue Neave.  They 
are looking for volunteers.  However, these cannot be councillors and they must be 
members of the community.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Events Diary 2007 
Celtic Festival:-  7

th
 July 

Caistor in Bloom:- 16
th
 July 

Proms in the Park:- 9
th
 September 

Lions Victorian Market:- 18
th
 November 

Christmas Lights Switch On 24
th
 November (6.00 pm) 

CATS Pantomime (Jack and the Beanstalk) 27
th
 November  

 - 1
st
 December 

 
Monthly combined Surgeries at the Multi-use Centre:-  2

nd
 June, 7

th
 July, 4

th
 August 

(10.00 - 11.30 am)  
 
 
 
 
 
 


