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Newsletter

Issue Number 1

New Year Message from Councillor John Cole, Mayor of Caistor

Another year has flown by all too quickly and 2007 is upon us. During 2006 we saw
the THI project in Caistor gather momentum with many property owners starting
renovation work or going through the process of applying for grants; it is hoped that
by the end of 2007 we will be close to completion. Unfortunately the renovation of the
Market Place has been put on hold for the time being, due to personnel changes
within Groundworks, but once the new team is in place this will progress.

The Multi-use Centre was opened in October to give Caistor a focal point for
meetings, Council surgeries and visits by outside agencies. It is certainly a very
welcome addition to the town.

We have also enjoyed a variety of very successful events over the year such as the
Celtic Festival, Caistor Goes Roman, Proms in the Park, Caistor In Bloom and
Bonfire Night - which is classed as one of the best in Lincolnshire!

| congratulate both Caistor Grammar School and Caistor Primary School for being
identified among the county's top ten schools; for a small town we have excellent
schools, teachers and pupils.

It was pleasing to welcome Tore Tidemann, the Mayor of Enebakk, near Oslo in
Norway, to help with the tree lighting ceremony. Once again, he and the people of
Enebakk have donated a marvellous tree for the market place and Tore promised an
even bigger one for next year!

Also during his visit, initial discussion took place regarding a link between the Primary
School and those in Enebakk, which will help to keep the connection between the two
towns progressing well into the future.

There are many people to thank for their amazing generosity in bringing Christmas to
Caistor. Once again, Keith Brown of Sealord kindly orchestrated the project. He
organised the transport (helicopter, lorries and ship) and the use of a very large crane
to position the tree in the square and all donated as a community gesture. My grateful
thanks!



Mick Galligan also co-ordinated the increasing number of Christmas trees around the
Town. This year | am told we passed the 350 mark and Mick wants to aim for 400
next year! Also my thanks go to all the unsung teams of willing workers who help in
many ways to bring this excellent project to a first class conclusion. The spirit of
Christmas was certainly alive and kicking in Caistor, it was a cracker of a Christmas!

On a personal note | would like to thank all those who sent their good wishes during
my recent iliness, it was of great help on my road to recovery.

Finally | would like to wish you all a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

Caistor Multi-use Centre Opening

On 77 October 2007, Roger Douglas JP, the High Sheriff of Lincolnshire, opened the
MUC (formerly the Old Magistrates Court). It will bring many services and facilities to
the Town that would otherwise mean a journey into Brigg, Grimsby or Market Rasen.
For further details visit www.cmuc.org.uk/leaflet.pdf / Email:- bookings@cmuc.org.uk
or Tel:- 01472 859017

THI (Townscape Heritage Initiative) Scheme

Following the takeover of the Scheme by WLDC, there have been approximately 20
new applications which are being considered presently. The plan is to use the
European Funding in the first instance, then the Heritage Lottery, Lincolnshire County
Council, WLDC and other monies at a later stage. Public Realm works will be carried
out after that.

Christmas Trees
There were some very positive comments received on how well the Town looked this
Christmas. Next year it is planned to build on this year’s success and increase the
illuminations throughout the Town. The majority of the costs will again be covered
with sponsorship.

Caistor Sports Ground

Caistor boasts one of the best sports complexes in West Lindsey, comprising an
excellent cricket club, with three or four girls and boys teams respectively. The
football ground hosts two league teams.

There are plans to expand, with the addition of a 5-a-side all weather pitch, grant
aided by Singleton Birch/Evolve EB and the owners, Caistor Town Council. There
are also provisions for the tennis club, who run a team too.

Caistor Bowls Club plays on one of the best bowling greens in the area and there are
five leagues. The children’s play area is regularly inspected, in line with ROSPA
requirements and has good facilities.

The Sports and Social Club hold many events, with a full diary of regular events:-

Tuesday - Carpet Bowls, Wednesday evenings - Darts & Dominoes, Thursdays -
Quiz night and Friday - Bingo (fortnightly). The Club is open to all comers on
subscription of an annual fee and has a fully licensed bar.

Monthly Parks Inspection Book

“It is my turn to do the “Book” this month. This is the “Inspection Book”. All Caistor
Town Councillors take a rota for the monthly inspection of the Sports Ground, South
Street Park and Millfields Play Ground. There are fourteen of us in total so it only
comes round to a turn of inspection once a year. Come rain, or shine, or snow, we
tramp the fields and grounds to look for problems and equipment failure.

Dogs are the bain of our life. Underfoot, droppings are the biggest problem. On
health and safety grounds, we shouldn’t allow them near play equipment but, so
much a part of peoples family life, we accommodate where we can, in the hope that
people will pick up the little parcels left behind. Then there are broken bottles - often
not seen by the mower, so we carry plastic bags to collect shards of glass and other
rubbish left behind after picnics and impromptu parties. Pity such a great facility
should be marred by a few being inconsiderate.

European legislation and new ideas on child safety limit what we can provide but we
do well to provide a wide range of equipment in all three places. Money is always
needed to service, repair and update the facilities so we will again try to precept
some extra into next year’s budget.

| will take my turn to look for problems but urge the general public and all residents to
be vigilant, thoughtful and submit their ideas to the Town Council for changes, so that
we can keep our “parks” in tip top condition.

ClIr. Jacqui Hughes

Events Diary 2007

Caistor Civic Service:- 28" January
St. Patrick’s Day:- 17" March
Mayor’s Fair:- 7™ April

Celtic Festival:- 23" June
Caistor in Bloom:- July
Proms in the Park:- o September



